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Graduate Education Department Mission

The mission of the Graduate Education Department at Wilkes University is to provide the educational community with opportunities to become leaders in classroom instruction and in the administration of schools. As such, the Graduate Education Department seeks to promote the highest levels of intellectual growth and career development through a collaborative environment that supports teaching in a diverse learning environment, while valuing commitment to the educational communities it serves.  
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Course Description
A study of school curricula offered in elementary and secondary education. Models and trends in curriculum development will be explored by examining past and present influences on curriculum. Participants will relate this knowledge to their own delivery of curriculum to students.

Required Textbook(s) & Readings 
These resources are for your information and are not required within the course. The articles and resources needed for each of the units are embedded within the units. The resources listed here may help you as you continue your study of curriculum.

Benson, B. (2003). How to Meet Standards, Motivate Students, and Still Enjoy Teaching, California: Corwin Press.
Tomlinson, C. & Edison, C. (2003). Differention in Practice: A Resource Guide for Differentiating Curriculum, Alexandria, VA: ASCD.
Curriculum Update, Curriculum-Technology Quarterly, Education Update, and InfoBrief: Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development, Alexandria, VA. Available to members. http://www.ascd.org
Best Practices of High Performing School Systems: http://www.just4kids.org/bestpractice/index.cfm
The Education Trust:
http://www2.edtrust.org/edtrust
Highlights of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001: http://www.ncrel.org/policy/curve/part1a.htm
Nine Essential Elements of Statewide Data Collection Systems: http://www.nc4ea.org/files/statement%20of%20principles%20final.pdf
Pennsylvania Department of Education:
http://www.pde.state.pa.us
Pennsylvania School Profiles:
http://www.paprofiles.org
School Results:
www.schoolresults.org
Standard and Poor’s Analysis of 501 PA School Districts:
http://www.ses.standardandpoors.com
What is Effective Schools Research:
http://www.mes.org/correlates.html
What Works for Schools:
http://www.whatworks.ed.gov
American Psychological Association. (2009). Publication manual of the American psychological association (6th ed.) Washington, DC: Author.

Student Learning Objectives & Evidence of Student Learning
The students will attain the listed learning objectives by completing the key instructional assignments, activities, or assessments as evidence of learning in this course.

	Student Learning Objectives 

The students will:
	Evidence of Learning

~ Key Instructional Assignments, Activities, or Assessments ~


	PDE Certification Guidelines or Competencies 

(if applicable) 

	identify a personal definition of curriculum 
	Discussion – LM1B
	

	demonstrate the ability to apply educational theory to the written curriculum and integrate it into classroom practice 
	Discussion – LM’s 1B, 2, 5, 6, 7, 10, & 12
Curriculum mapping

Research Paper

Planned Instruction
Performance Task and Rubric
	

	develop a unit-based curriculum that adheres to a clear philosophy of curriculum design, development, and implementation 
	Planned Instruction

Performance Task and Rubric
	

	relate workforce development research and surveys to the implications they present to curriculum development, implementation, and instructional leadership 
	Discussion –LM 2

Planned Instruction

Curriculum Audit
	

	demonstrate understandings of No Child Left Behind and apply the mandate to educational systems through data-driven decision-making and effective schools research 
	Discussion- LM’s 10 & 12
Research Paper

Planned Instruction

Curriculum Audit
	

	compare and contrast high stakes testing procedures within various states 
	Discussion – LM 12
Research Paper
	

	build rubrics and assessment models that demonstrate the desired learning and knowledge outcomes of the student 
	Research Paper
Performance Task and Rubric
	

	demonstrate the ability to analyze current educational issues based on current research 
	Research Paper
	

	acquire advanced teaching techniques and skills in instructional methodology 
	Research Paper

Performance Task and Rubric
	

	demonstrate understanding of essential questions and differentiated instruction aligned with federal (NCLB) and state mandates, based upon data-informed decision making and effective schools research. 
	Discussion – LM’s 5, 7, & 12
Curriculum Audit
	


Course Requirements & Assessments 
Discussions
Weekly discussions are designed to engage your thinking about the readings as well as your interaction with other students in the course. Discussion postings should be courteous, thoughtful, and carefully written. In addition to the required discussion, there are open discussions available in units that involve the creation of products. These discussions are intended to foster collegiality, encourage peer review and sharing, and nurture creativity. Original posts are due on Thursday. Responses to classmates should be completed no later than Sunday evening.
Curriculum Mapping
This document is not lengthy but is critically important as you begin to consider horizantal and vertical curriculum alignment. The people teaching the content are the most vital link to successful student achievement. Educator's content knowledge, pedagogical competence, and willingness to follow the curriculum are the most important aspect of a successful educational system.

Research Paper

This paper will utilize APA and ask you to reflect and research educational initiatives such as differentiated instruction, best practices in instruction and closing the achievement gap for sub-groups. Each section is aligned with a Learning Module and has guiding questions within each assignment section.

Performance Task and Rubric

This product builds upon the Understanding by Design framework. Students will complete a GRASPS performance task and build an associated rubric. Included within the product will be content vocabulary, standards alignment, and the integration of technology applications.
Curriculum Audit
His culminating product links data-driven decision making, Effective Schools research, and the curricular foundation that you built during the course. The product will require you to consider your current situation and develop an unbiased report of content, instruction, assessment, and educational leadership.

Graduate Education Course Policies
Attendance Policy: 
Students taking fully online courses or online courses with minimized face-to-face meeting times or residencies are required to check the course site regularly, participating in the daily work of the course. Online courses require students to participate in discussions and interact with their classmates through dialogue and reflection.  Students are expected to follow the discussion guidelines and rubrics posted by the instructor.  Discussion posts must occur within the timeline provided by the instructor.  Discussions cannot be "made-up" after the due date.  Late discussion posts will not be accepted and no points will be awarded for late posts. 
In cases of emergency, students should contact the instructor to request an extension for a course deadline. The instructor reserves the right to set absolute due dates with no option for extension, and by default all assignment due dates are assumed to be absolute unless prior permission for an extension has been granted.


Course Expectations & Late Work Policy: 
All coursework will be completed in a manner consistent with the high expectations of a graduate student.  All required assignments and discussion postings are to be submitted by the due date and time provided by the instructor.  When accepted, late assignments may result in a deduction of up to 25% for each day the assignment is late. 
Required Reference Format:

All students are expected to follow the most current APA guidelines for giving credit to and citing internet and non-internet sources and references. Please be aware that points will be deducted for reference citations that do not follow APA format or do not give due credit to all relevant sources, whether used as a reference or quoted directly. References will be cited within the body of the assignment, as well as on a separate reference page following APA format.
Recommended Reference Text:

American Psychological Association. (2009). Publication manual of the American Psychological 

Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.  

APA Online References:

http://apastyle.apa.org/

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/

Course Grading: 
Grading Information

Grades will be based upon a 150-point scale. To earn a 4.0, the student must receive 94 percent or more. Assignments below reflect a general breakdown of student responsibility and expected work. The instructor will work with you as you prepare your assignments to assure the opportunity to receive maximum credit.

	Assignments
	Points

	Discussion Postings and Responses to Classmates
	40 points

	Curriculum Map
	10 points

	Planned Instructional Unit
	35 points

	Research Paper
	30 points

	Performance Task and Rubric
	20 points

	Curriculum Audit
	15 points


Assignment Descriptions
This course includes eight discussions, four projects, and one research report. The assignments are intended both to facilitate your mastery of the essential understandings and to assess your progress.

Discussions
Weekly discussions are designed to engage your thinking about the readings as well as your interaction with other students in the course. Discussion postings should be courteous, thoughtful, and carefully written. In addition to the required discussion, there are open discussions available in units that involve the creation of products. These discussions are intended to foster collegiality, encourage peer review and sharing, and nurture creativity.

Projects
The content and skills needed to complete each project will be developed through the course units.

Research Paper
You will be asked to research best practices and differentiated instruction and critically analyze how this research can inform your practice. In addition, you will be asked to reflect upon the impact of NCLB on instructional practices.

	Grading Scale

	4.0
	A
	94-100%
	Academic achievement of superior quality

	3.5
	B+
	87-93%
	Academic achievement of good quality

	3.0
	B
	80-86%
	Academic achievement of acceptable quality in meeting graduation requirements

	2.5
	C+
	75-79%
	Academic achievement of adequate quality but below the average required for graduation

	2.0
	C
	70-74%
	Academic achievement below the average required for graduation

	0.0
	F
	Below 70%
	Failure. No graduate course credit


A grade of "X" indicates assigned work yet to be completed in a given course. Except in thesis work, grades of "X" will be given only in exceptional circumstances. Grades of "X" must be removed through satisfactory completion of all course work no later than four weeks after the end of the final examination period of the semester in which the "X" grade was recorded. Failure to complete required work within this time period will result in the conversion of the grade to 0. An extension of the time allowed for the completion of work should be endorsed by the instructor in the form of a written statement and submitted to the Registrar.

Course Technology Integration
Required Hardware: To access e-learning courses, a multimedia-class computer with Internet connectivity is required. To find about more specific requirements (for PCs and Macs) review Wilkes University’s eLearning Technical Support Pages.

Required Software: Please consult Wilkes University’s eLearning Technical Support Pages for information about specific Internet browsers. If you are unsure what Internet browser version you are running and which plug-ins or ancillary players are currently installed on your computer, visit the Browser Tester. The following software applications are necessary for this course: Word, Excel, PowerPoint, access to either Windows Media Player or QuickTime.

Help Desk: For technical assistance, contact the Wilkes University Help Desk at 1-866-264-1462. Help Desk accepts calls 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Wilkes Graduate Education Program Policies

Academic Honesty: 

Academic Honesty requires students to refrain from cheating and to provide clear citations for assertions of fact, as well as for the language, ideas, and interpretations found within the works of others. Failure to formally acknowledge the work of others, including Internet resources, written material, and any assistance with class assignments, constitutes Plagiarism. Cheating and plagiarism are serious academic offenses that cannot be tolerated in a community of scholars. Violations of academic honesty will be addressed at the programmatic and university levels and may result in a decision of course failure or program dismissal.

Program Evaluation: 

Wilkes University Graduate Teacher Education Programs are fully accredited by both Middle States and the PA Department of Education.  As such, it is sometimes necessary to collect student work for examination by program reviewers.  By virtue of this statement, notification is given to all students that their work may be collected and used as artifacts to support program goals and as such may be reviewed by external evaluators.  The review process is for program evaluation only and in no way will materials be utilized for any other purpose or gain.  Students may decline to participate in this process by giving a written and signed note to their respective instructor at the beginning of each course.
Academic Supports

Library Access: 

Wilkes offers an online library service that you can access from home.  The library is available online at http://www.wilkes.edu/library.  You can search the online catalog, browse periodical databases, view full-text articles, submit an interlibrary loan, ask a reference question, and much more.  

The online article search is available to anyone currently enrolled in or affiliated with Wilkes University.  All article searches are free.  They are available at http://www.wilkes.edu/pages/662.asp  and click on the database from which you would like to search.

Please note that if you are not on Wilkes campus, you will be asked to log in to some of the databases. Use your Wilkes e-mail username (without “@wilkes.edu”) and password to gain access.

If you do not know your username and password for your e-mail account, contact the Wilkes Help Desk directly at 1-866-264-1462.  The Help Desk is available 24/7.

Those databases followed by an * require a special password, whether you are on campus or off campus. Please contact the library reference desk at 570.408.4250, for information.
Writing:

The Writing Center, located in the lower level of Breiseth Hall (room 018), is available to all Wilkes students and provides free assistance in all aspects of writing and communication, including the required APA format. Contact the Writing Center: Extension 2753 or on-line at http://www.wilkes.edu/resources/writing. 

Act 48:

Wilkes University will automatically submit (90) Act 48 credits to PDE approximately 4-6 weeks after you receive your grade sheet. You can check your Act 48 credits recorded at the PDE Act 48 site: https://www.perms.ed.state.pa.us/ 
Special Needs:
Wilkes University provides disability support services (DSS) through the University College. If you have special academic or physical needs, as addressed by the American with Disabilities Act (ADA), and request special accommodations or considerations, please contact the University College and your instructors. Documentation of your disability will be requested by Wilkes in order to be considered for accommodations. Contact: Sandra Rendina 408-4153.
Class Schedule for the Semester
	Learning Module
	Topic(s) & Readings
	Assignments Due 

	1
	Introduction & Overview
This unit will is an overview of the online courses with introductions and a personal definition of the curriculum.
	· Discussion Postings 

 

	2


	Education and the Economy
This unit will cover workforce skills for today’s economy, connections between content and real-world applications and teaching for today and tomorrow.


	· Discussion Postings 



	3


	Academic Standards for All Students
This unit will cover standards, benchmarks, competencies and successful standards for all.


	· Discussion Posting

· Standards Identification

	4


	Curriculum Mapping
This unit will cover curriculum mapping, components of curriculum and collaborative strategies to enhance curriculum.


	· Backward mapping



	5
	Essential Questions
This unit will cover essential questions, question development and links to teaching and learning.
	· Discussion Posting

· Develop Essential Questions

	6


	Planned Instruction
This unit will cover planned instruction, planned instruction components & development and links to academic standards.
	· Discussion posting

· Begin planned Instruction

	7


	Best Practices for Instruction
This unit will cover how we teach, instructional strategies and best practices based upon research.
	· Discussion Posting

· Continue Planned Instruction



	8


	Differentiated Instruction
This unit will cover differentiated instruction and effective differentiation.
	· Discussion Posting

· Begin Research Paper

· Continue Planned Instruction

	9


	The Achievement Gap
This unit will cover achievement gap and high stakes testing.
	· Continue Research Paper

· Continue Planned Instruction

	10


	Interdisciplinary Connections
This unit will cover curriculum integration.
	· Discussion Posting

· Complete Research Paper

	11


	Authentic Assessment
This unit will cover performance assessment and utilization of performance tasks.
	· Performance Task

	12


	Assessing Student Learning
This unit will cover the analytical and holistic scoring guides and check lists.
	· Discussion posting

· Performance task Scoring guide

	13


	No Child Left Behind
This unit will cover the No Child Left Behind Act.


	· Begin Curriculum Audit

	14


	Data-Informed Decisions
This unit will cover effective schools and data overview & analysis.
	· Complete Curriculum Audit

	15


	Conclusions
This unit will cover conclusions and course evaluation.
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